CONSERVATION CREDITS
Local Common Sense Conservation

Newsletter of the Madison Conservation District
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The function of the Conservation District is to take available technical, financial, and educational resources,
whatever their source, and focus or coordinate them so that they meet the needs of the local land user for conservation of soil, water, and related resources. Adapted from Pete Nowak

Good Thymes
Camp Kick-Off
Once again, we’re preparing for
the annual “Good Thymes” summer camp. Local youth have the
opportunity to spend three weeks
learning about gardening and natural resources in outdoor classrooms. The camp is offered to students entering 1st-6th grades in
the fall of 2015 from 8:30 AM—
4:30 PM on the following dates:


June 22nd-26th



July 20th—24th



August 17th—21st

You may choose to sign up for all
three weeks of camp, or sign up
for weeks individually. Cost is
$350 for all weeks and $130 for
individual weeks.

Madison Stream Team Training
We can’t make good decisions without
good information, and we can’t collect
good information without all of the
hard work from our Madison Stream
Team members! Each summer, a group
of community members volunteer their
time to collect information about the
health of our streams in the Madison
Valley. Last year, these 17 members
spent 270 hours in the field, and collected nearly 4,000 data points.
We have some new opportunities for
members this year, and we have a

feeling it might be our biggest sampling season yet. Anyone interested in
participating in the Madison Stream
Team this summer can attend the annual training on June 11th. The event
will kick off at the Madison Valley Public Library at 10 am, and will wrap up
at 4 pm after some hands-on training
on Moore’s Creek. If you’re interested
in attending the training, or would like
to learn more about the responsibilities
of Stream Team members, please contact Ethan Kunard at 682-7289, or
ethan@madisoncd.org.

For more information, email
Nichole Walker, Camp Director,
at nwalker@ennisschools.org. Only a few spots remain, so don’t
wait!
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2015 Stewardship Award: Bill Jackson
Bill Jackson has spent a lifetime on his
land just north of Harrison. Over that
lifetime, he has spent what amounts to
the entirety of his days in the eager
pursuit of doing better for that land,
and every day asking that land to do
better for him.
As the 2015 MCD Stewardship Award
Winner, Bill was nominated by a list of
people who knew his efforts to be worthy of recognition. The supporting
documents referenced his pursuit of
finding and implementing the best
practices for this land and his operation.

Like most children of his generation,
Bill began working on the farm around
the age of 5 years old. For the decades
that followed, Bill has been steadfast in
his pursuit of good land stewardship
and community involvement, serving
on many local boards and working cooperatively with advanced agricultural
research on his land by Montana State
University.
Bill was honored at the 2015 CD Banquet, where he humbly stated that
recognition should be given as well to
all of the people who he has worked
with during his lifetime on the ranch.

MCD Hosts Montana Range Tour
Call them tourists with a greater purpose. In September 2015, an estimated
150 people from around the state will
descend upon Ennis to learn about natural resource and working lands success stories from our area.
Hosted annually in a different location
every year, the Montana Range Tour is
an effort of the DNRC and the Rangeland Resources Executive Committee,
to showcase land and water stewardship efforts of a region over a 2 day
period.
The event runs from Wednesday, September 16 through Thursday, Septem-

ber 17. There are 5 scheduled stops on
the tour, taking us from the foothills of
the Tobacco Roots all the way down to
the Wall Creek Game Range. Topics
include weed control, grazing, wetlands
and cooperative land management projects.
All meals will be included in the registration price, which will be estimated
at $50 per person for the 2 day event.
Registration for the tour begins at 8:00
AM on Sept. 16 at the Ennis Rodeo
Grounds, located on Highway 287
West. Additional information will be
available on the MCD website.
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Dave Bricker—A River Hero
By Ethan Kunard
For over 20 years Dave and his wife
Diane have come to Ennis to enjoy the
landscape while also giving back to the
resources, and the people, immensely.
As an avid fly fisherman, David enjoys
wading through the Madison River
any day of the week. However, when
Dave returns to Ennis each summer,
he has much more on his mind than
just casting his line. Rather, he comes
to the valley to give back to it in a very
extraordinary way.
It was this desire to give back which
led him to help found the Madison
River Foundation, and then to help
organize community members in water quality data collection efforts,

which eventually led to the development of the Madison Stream Team.
Additionally, David’s passion for preserving the lifestyle, and the resources, of our community, has made
him an essential part of the great conservation work being done in the valley. His eagerness, patience, thoughtfulness, selflessness, and long-term
vision for a great future of the Madison River watershed make Dave our
very own river hero.
We appreciate all of the time and dedication that Dave puts into the efforts
of the Madison CD. We thank him,
and we thank all of the other river
heroes in our community. Keep up the
good work!

GROWW Program Launched
The amount of great opportunities for
youth education in the Madison Valley
just increased, and a new champion for
this effort has taken the reins on an innovative idea.

to instill an appreciation for the value of
our landscape. Nichole has started as a
part time position, hoping to grow as
the program gains momentum and additional support.

Nichole Walker has become the first
person to lead the GROWW Program an
effort to coordinate the opportunities for
youth education on Gardening, Resources, Outdoors, Watersheds, and
Wildlife.

A true partner effort, the current program support comes from the Ennis
School District, Madison Farm to Fork,
Madison Conservation District, Madison River Foundation, Trash in Transit,
and Madison Valley Ranchlands
Group. The groups have worked together to get the program in place, as a
direct benefit to our community’s
youngest residents.

GROWW Program seeks to continue a
great legacy of using the highly successful school garden and the outdoor classroom to teach common curriculum and

Nichole Walker is the newly hired director of the GROWW Program.

Dave Bricker, community river hero.

Stream Health
Update
On May 20th, the Madison Conservation District and Montana Department
of Environmental Quality gave their
annual “State of the Water” presentation to a group of community members. The discussion focused not only
on the work that has been done in recent years to assess the health of
streams, but also on the possibilities
that exist for the community work together to find solutions to address
streams that have known issues.
In determining whether or not streams
are healthy, we look to see if the quality
of the water negatively impacts any of
the following uses: agriculture, aquatic
life, drinking water, and recreation.
With the data that has been collected
over the last 3 years, we know that
there are at least 13 streams in the
Madison Watershed that have impacts
to at least one of those four uses.
Moving forward, we are looking to the
community to provide input on why
stream health is an important issue,
and how our community can work to
improve stream health where it is
needed.
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Don’t Forget the Permit!
Montana ’s Natural Streambed and Land Preservation Act
is a state law which requires a permit for any work in

or near a perennial stream or river. The law
ensures that projects will not negatively affect area
streams, their banks or adjoining landowners.

Different permits apply to the zones of the waterway. If
you are unsure which you need, contact the MCD Office.
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