CONSERVATION CREDITS
Local Common Sense Conservation

Newsletter of the Madison Conservation District
September 2015
The function of the Conservation District is to take available technical, financial, and educational resources,
whatever their source, and focus or coordinate them so that they meet the needs of the local land user for conservation of soil, water, and related resources. Adapted from Pete Nowak

MCD Host 2015 Montana Range Tour– Sept 16 & 17
Anyone who appreciates good land
stewardship will certainly like what
they see and hear at the 2015 Montana Range Tour, hosted in Ennis.
The two-day event is Wednesday, September 16 and Thursday, September
17. The tour will highlight successful
projects from the area, showcasing the
dedication to good land stewardship
practices and the partnerships that
make these projects possible.
The $50 registration fee covers all
meals and transportation during the
event, even a banquet dinner with live
music and inspired words from the
President of the National Association
of Conservation Districts. Late registration and fee increases starts September 9th. Registration information
is at www.madisoncd.org or by emailing sunni@madisoncd.org.

Montana Range Tour Schedule
Wednesday, September 16, 2015
8:00 AM Attendee Check In: Ennis Rodeo Grounds
9:00

Welcome and Introductions RREC and Madison Conservation District

10:00

Sitz Angus Ranch–Norwegian Creek: Multi-Landowner Weed project

11:30

Lunch in the Historic town of Harrison

1:15 PM Endecott Cattle Company: Streamside Grazing
3:00

Granger Ranches-O’Dell Creek Wetland Restoration

5:00

Buses Return to Ennis

6:00

Doors open for no host social and live music by Jack Creek Coyles

7:00

Catered Dinner followed by Presentation by Lee McDaniel, Nat’l Assoc of CDs
Thursday, September 17, 2015

7:30 AM

Breakfast: Ennis Rodeo Grounds

8:45

Buses Depart

9:45

Wall Creek Wildlife Management Area: Balancing forage support and use

11:30

Lunch Along the Scenic Madison River

1:00 PM Cameron Bench Grazing and Forage Management
3:00

Tour Returns to Ennis
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Supervisors &
Staff
Mel McKitrick
Co-Chair (1995)

Janet Endecott
Co-Chair (2002)

Colten Clark (2015)
Nick Dyk (2013)
Bob Sitz (2002)
Neil Kent,

Urban Super. (2009)

Kaye Suzuki,

Urban Super. (2010)

Sunni Heikes-Knapton
Watershed Coordinator

Ethan Kunard
Water Programs Manager

Dan Durham, NRCS
District Conservationist

Nick Pairitz, NRCS
Soil Conservationist

Prefer to get
news from us
by email?
Let us know by emailing
sunni@madisoncd.org

MCD Says Goodbye and Welcome!
After 23 dedicated years on the Madison Conservation District Board, local
rancher Kevin Boltz has decided to
pass the reins to the next new supervisor, Colten Clark.
Kevin played an important role in
many of the CD Projects and Programs,
and could always be counted on for his
excellent attendance and active participation at monthly meetings.
His
knowledge of the region’s history was
an important part of many discussions.

While we are saddened to say goodbye
to Kevin, we also look forward to having our newest appointed board member Colten Clark to fill Kevin’s boots.
Colten is a rancher from the Jeffers
area, and has lived in the area for his
whole life.
Colten is engaged in conservation projects on his own family ranch, and follows the footsteps of his Grandfather,
Gary Clark, who served on the MCD
Board in the 1980s.

Moore’s Creek Project Underway
The cattle at the Goggins Ranch in
Ennis will soon have a new routine,
thanks to a couple of unique tools:
Tires and wire.
The owners of the ranch have been
keeping an eye on Moore’s creek since
they started their cattle operation in
the 1950s. The most recent improvements provide off stream water for the
cattle, through two repurposed tires
fed by a well, and new electric fencing
bordering the small stream.

The goal of the project is to allow grazing along the stream to be managed
separately and in limited amounts.
The side benefits are expected to be
better conditions along the stream,
and more effective forage and herd
management.
The project is supported by NorthWestern Energy, MT Fish Wildlife and
Parks, Madison Gallatin Trout Unlimited, and the Madison River Foundation. Thank you!
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Construction of water well and tanks at the Goggins Ranch, with help from
NRCS and Allhands Excavation.
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News from the Stream (Team)
By Ethan Kunard

Moores Creek, Jack Creek, Hot
Springs, and Indian Creek.

This summer the Madison Stream
Team is embarking on its largest
monitoring effort since it started in
2010. We have 13 volunteers that have
dedicated their time for the months of
July, August, and September to sample water quality on a total of 41 sites
along 8 different streams in cooperation with 19 landowners.
The streams being monitored this
summer include Blaine Spring, O’Dell,
North Meadow, South Meadow,

Once data has been collected on all of
the streams, we will use the
information to assess the streams,
and then see if there are opportunities
to make
improvements on the
streams that need some help.
Results from 2015 will be available in
the annual report after the sampling
has been completed this fall. If you
would like to view results from
previous years you can visit our
website at madisoncd.org.
Once
again, we would like to thank all of
the dedicated volunteers, landowners,
and project partners for another
successful year. This work wouldn’t be
possible without you!

Good Thymes Camp 2015
The dog days of summer break have
come to a close, and our youngest
community members have returned
to schedule of school activities.
We know that many of these students are headed back to the classroom with some new knowledge
about gardening and natural resources, thanks to three successful
weeks of 2015 Good Thymes Camp.
This year’s camp brought some new
changes with Camp Director Nichole
and Assistant Director Cori taking
the reins. They handled the days of

camp perfectly, filling the time with
fun activities for the gaggle of kids during the 2015 camp sessions.
This summer’s favorites included
catching frogs, hiking mountains, exploring the garden, watching eagles,
and listening to the sounds of a buffalo
ranch (while eating a buffalo burger!)
But none of this would have happened
without co-organizers Madison Farm
to Fork and support from the Madison
Valley Women’s Club, Ennis Arts Association, USFWS, and the Madison River Foundation!

Good Thymes Camp– Getting kids outside and learning since 2011!

Stream Team Members on Jack Creek

A Word from the
Planning Board
By Ethan Kunard
It’s been ten months now since I began
serving on the Madison County Planning Board, and I have to say that it’s
been a privilege so far. Looking beyond
the piles of paperwork, monthly meetings, and
exotic field trips to places
like waste water treatment facilities, I
am beginning to
understand importance of thoughtful
development
in Madison County.
Our water, forests, rangelands, wildlife,
and other resources are what make this
landscape such a desirable place to
live. It is these same resources, however, that then become most at-risk as
development
expands into previously undeveloped open lands.
To ensure that development in Madison County moves forward in a
thoughtful and responsible manner, I
am excited to serve on the planning
board to see that our
communities
can look forward to a sustainable future as we continue to grow.
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406-682-7289: Main Office, Water Programs Manager
406-682-3181: Watershed Coordinator
406-682-3272: Fax
Board: madisoncd@3rivers.net
Watershed Coordinator: sunni@madisoncd.org
Water Programs Manager: ethan@madisoncd.org

MCD Equipment For Sale

200 gallon weed sprayer
with hose reel mounted
on 2008 utility trailer

300 gallon 3-point weed
sprayer with 2 hose reels
mounted on 2002 utility
trailer

14’ Phillips Rotary Harrow
with Valmar 1655 Air Seeder

$2,000 OBO

$2,500 OBO

$24,000 OBO

Also Available: 110 gallon weed sprayer mounted on 2008 utility trailer $1,000 OBO
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